The Deosai National Park
A Simply Perfect Place To Get Lost
ABOUT DEOSAI NATIONAL PARK
The word Deosai consists of Deo, or Djin, which is the local terminology for spirits and Sai is used for the sitting place, which together mean the “place of spirits”. Deosai served as an important trade route between Kashmir and Gilgit, and in the pre-partition era, it served as an area where most of the tribal conflicts were resolved. Wars were fought in Deosai plains by warriors such as the Dogras, local tribes and the Turks (Khan, 1962). Its geographic location makes it an important territory from strategic point of view, as it is close to the Line of Control (LoC) with India, in the Indian held Kashmir.
The Government of the Gilgit-Baltistan, declared Deosai as National Park on May 14, 1993, spreading over an area of approximately 3626 Sq. Km. According to IUCN protected area categories, Deosai is a category I National Park, for the protection and conservation of endemic species of Himalayan Brown bear.
The Deosai National Park is situated at the altitude junction of three important Mountain ranges, western Himalayas, the Ladkh and Zanskar. Deosai plains is divided as Bara and small Deosai. Bara Deosai is approximately 30Km in the south of Skardu and accessible from North through a jeep able road from Skardu, which enters the plains via Ali Malik Pass. This jeep road crosses the plains and goes down into Astore valley in the West through Sheosar pass near sheosar lake. Bara Deosai is the main stronghold of the Brown Bear.
Deosai National Park is an alpine plateau of exceptional beauty and ecological value located in the western massif of the Himalayas, east of Nanga Parbat Peak and in close proximity to the Central Karakoram Range. The plateau, with an of 3500 to 5200 m., is an area of 358,400 ha. of flat but undulating plains broken by gently rolling hills and surrounded on all sides by mountains. It forms a stark contrast to much of the surrounding landscape which is made up of narrow valleys between steep mountains. The plateau’s environment is characterized by extreme cold with low atmospheric pressure coupled with low oxygen and carbon dioxide levels, aridity, intense and rapid solar ultraviolet radiation. The Deosai plain receives higher rainfall than adjoining northern and north eastern valleys of Baltistan due to its geographical location facing the monsoon affected outer Himalayas. Annual precipitation varies from 350 to 550 mm., mostly received during winter as snow.
TOURIST ATTRACTIONS IN DEOSAI NATIONAL PARK
SHAUSAR LAKE
[bookmark: _GoBack]Sheosar Lake Is An Alpine Lake Situated At The Western End Of Deosai National Park, Gilgit-Baltistan, Pakistan. It Is Located At The Height Of 4,142 Metres
DEOSAI TOP
The Deosai National Park Is Located In Western Himalayas In Gilgit Baltistan (GB), Pakistan. It Has An Average Elevation Of 4,114 Metres (13,497 Ft) Above Sea Level,
KALA PANI
It Is Located At An Average Hight Of Approximately 13500 Feet Above The Sea Level And Is Famous For Brown Bears, Golden Eagles And Golden Marmots. The Lake Which Can Be Seen In The Picture Is Kala Pani Which Means Black Water.
THE WILD LIFE OF PARK
Besides being home to the endangered species of the Himalayan brown bear, Deosai National Park is also a habitat for the golden marmot, red fox, Ladakh urial, musk deer, Himalayan ibex, markhor, Himalayan wolf, and snow leopards.
The government of Gilgit-Baltistan declared Deosai a national park of Pakistan in the year 1993. The reason was to save the Deosai national park wildlife from getting extinct and to protect their natural habitat. WWF and other wildlife protection organizations helped the government with this cause and, as a result, the Himalayan brown bears are increasing in numbers with every passing day. It is open for tourists only during the summer season as, during winters, it is inaccessible due to heavy snowfall.
BROWN BEAR
Brown Bear Has Furry Coats In Shades Of Blonde, Brown, Black, Or A Combination Of These Colors. The Longer Outer Guard Hairs Of The Brown Bear Are Often Tipped With White Or Silver, Giving A ‘Grizzled’ Appearance.Brown Bear Has Furry Coats In Shades Of Blonde, Brown, Black, Or A Combination Of These Colors
LYNXES
A Lynx Is Any Of The Four Species Within The Medium-Sized Wild Cat Genus Lynx. The Name Lynx Originated In Middle English Via Latin From The Greek Word Λύγξ,The Lynx Has A Short Body, Very Short Tails, Long Powerful Legs And Large Paws. But No Black Rings Above. Their Ears Terminate In Long, Black Hair Tufts, And Their Cheeks Are Framed By Longer White And Black Hair.
GOLDEN MARMOT
The Yellow-Bellied Marmot, Also Known As The Rock Chuck, Is A Large, Stout-Bodied Ground Squirrel In The Marmot GenusMarmots Are The Second Largest Rodents (After Beavers) In The Palearctic Region. The Body Shape And Size Of These Animals Reflect Their Fossorial, Or Partly Subterranean, Life. Marmots Are Solid And Boxshaped, With The Legs Apart. The Hind Legs Are Shorter Than The Forelegs
MOUNTAIN WEASEL
The Mountain Weasel, Also Known As The Pale Weasel, Altai Weasel Or Solongoi, Primarily Lives In High-Altitude Environments, As Well As Rocky Tundra And Grassy Woodlands. This Weasel Rests In Rock Crevices, Tree Trunks,
CAPE HARE
Cape Hares Have A Slender Body With A Bushy Tail. The Oval-Shaped Head Has Very Long (12 To 14 Cm), Black-Tipped Ears And Large, Reddish-Brown Eyes. This Species Also Has Very Long And Powerful Hind Legs. It Has Ginger-Brown Fur With Shades Of Black On The Upper Parts, A More Ginger-Colored Breast And Sides, With White Inner Sides Of The Legs And Belly, And Reddish-Gray Hair On The Nape Of The Neck.
RED FOX
Red Fox Is Also Called Common Fox. It Is The Largest And Well-Known Species Of Fox. The Red Fox Has A Coat Of Long Guard Hairs And Soft, Fine Underfur That Is Typically A Rich Reddish Brown. Its Tail Is Often White-Tipped, And It Has Pointed Black Ears And Short Legs. During The Autumn And Winter, The Red Fox Will Grow More Fur. This So Called ‘Winter Fur’ Keeps The Animal Warm In Colder Environments.
Himalayan Ibex
The coat colouration varies widely across ibex’s range. The general colour of the pelage is a light tan, with the undersides lighter. In winter, mature males become much darker, with varying patches of white on the neck and back. Males have a beard. Both sexes have horns. 
SNOW LEOPARD
The Snow Leopard, Also Known As The Ounce, Is A Felid In The Genus Panthera Native To The Mountain Ranges Of Central And South Asia. It Is Listed As Vulnerable On The IUCN Red List Because The Global Population Is Estimated To Number Fewer Than 10,000 Mature Individuals And Is Expected To Decline About 10% By 2040
GREY WOLF
The Wolf, Also Known As The Gray Wolf Or Grey Wolf, Is A Large Canine Native To Eurasia And North America. More Than Thirty Subspecies Of Canis Lupus Have Been Recognized, And Gray Wolves, As Popularly Understood, Comprise Wild Subspecies. The Wolf Is The Largest Extant Member Of The Family Canidae.





















